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Detailed Action 

This office action is in response to the correspondence received on October 1, 2004. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 45 is objected to because of the following informalities: The term "sing" 
within the phrase "said control signal sing said database," is believed to have been 
included in error. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 23-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dulman (US Pat No: US005915008A). 

1 . With regards to claim 45, Dulman teaches an arrangement in a communication 
network comprising: a client site further comprising a plurality of remotely 
controllable devices; and an intelligent network comprising: an automation 
service server for providing control signals for controlling said remotely 
controllable devices wherein said automation service server further comprises a 
database for storing information corresponding to said client site and said 
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remotely controllable devices; a traffic adapter for converting said control signals 
to a signal adapted to said client site and associated remotely controllable 
devices; and wherein said automation service server generates said control 
signal said database for a particular remotely controllable device within said 
client site in response to receiving an instruction from a user to selectively control 
said remotely controllable device (Dulman presents a design for Intelligent 
Networks that uses customer premises equipment (CPE). In addition, the design 
allows for customers to remotely adjust the devices attached through the. 
Intelligent Network and hence provides customers with remote control over 
devices as claimed (column 4, lines 45-64, Dulman), Plus, Dulman discloses 
that data to be sent out is converted into an AIN compatible format (column 4, 
lines 27-35, Dulman). Hence, the claimed traffic adapter must inherently be 
present within Dulman's design since the claimed data/signal conversion step is 
performed in Dulman's design. Finally with regards to claimed database, 
Dulman's design has each of the CPE devices supply the transaction data 
(column 5, lines 9-14, Dulman). In addition, the CPE has means for creating 
modifying and deleting user profiles (column 5, lines 39-46, Dulman). Since data 
relating to devices to be accessed exist within the accessing device (CPE), it is 
inherent that the claimed database is present within Dulman's design). 

2. With regards to claim 26, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein said 
information includes at least a communication category with the client site, type 
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of control nneans, and type of services available (The custonner profile data 
(column 1, lines 5-10. Dulman) is used for providing the customer with intelligent 
network (IN) services. Hence, the claimed traits must be present within the 
profiles). 

3. With regards to claim 28, Dulman teaches the arrangement further comprising a 
Communication Interface for communication with the client (Dulman's design 
allows for a variety of interface formats and hence must allow for communication 
interfaces (column 4, lines 55-59, Dulman)). 

4. With regards to claim 29, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein said 
Corfimunication Interface includes several types of communication devices 
(Dulman's design allows for a variety of interface formats and hence must allow 
for a variety of communication devices (column 4, lines 55-59, Dulman)). 

5. With regards to claim 30, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein said 
Communication Interface includes means for encrypting and decrypting signals 
to at least one client site (Dulman's design allows for security (column 4, lines 25- 
27, Dulman)). 

6. With regards to claim 31 , Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein said traffic 
adapter includes protocols for converting the IN control signals to at least one of 
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LONworks, Cebus and X-10 client site control signals (Dulman's design allows 
for a variety of formats (column 4, lines 55-59, Dulman)). 



7. With regards to claim 32, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein the IN 
further includes a Service Switching Point and Service Control Points (Dulman's 
design has switching points (column 5, line 7, Dulman) and service control points 
(column 6, line 58, Dulman)). 

8. With regards to claim 33, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein the Service 
Switching Point and Service Control Points communicate with the Automating 
Services Server using TCP/IP (Dulman's design uses TCP/IP (column 7, line 45, 
Dulman)), 

9. With regards to claim 35, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein said client 
site further includes a Local Area Network (LAN) (Dulman's design uses local 
area networks (column 10, lines 16-17, Dulman)). 

10. With regards to claim 36, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein said 
Communication Interface communicates using at least one of PSTN, ISDN, 
ADSL, ATM and powerline (Dulman's design allows for a variety of 
communication lines, including ISDN (column 4, lines 59-64, Dulman)). 
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1 1 .With regards to claim 37, Dulman teaches the arrangement wherein said LAN is 
a powerline based network (Dulman's design allows for a variety of 
communication lines (column 4, lines 59-64, Dulman)). 

12. With regards to claim 38, Dulman teaches a communications network 

comprising: a service provider part including a service providing server; a client 
part including at least one remotely controllable device; and communications 
means to connect the service provider part and the client part, wherein said 
communications means further includes a traffic adapter for converting signals 
between said service provider part and said client part; wherein the service 
provider server is part of an Intelligent Network (IN) and includes at least 
information corresponding to the at least one remotely controllable device and 
further includes means to provide initiation commands through the 
communications means when initiated by a client wherein said initiation 
commands provided by the service provider server remotely controls said 
remotely controllable device and transmitted to said client part by said 
communication means using said traffic adapter (Dulman presents a design for 
Intelligent Networks that uses customer premises equipment (CPE). In addition, 
the design allows for customers to remotely adjust the devices attached through 
the Intelligent Network and hence provides customers with remote control over 
devices as claimed (column 4, lines 45-64, Dulman). Plus, Dulman discloses 
that data to be sent out is converted into an AIN compatible format (column 4, 
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lines 27-35, Dulnnan). Hence, the claimed traffic adapter must inherently be 
present within Dulman's design since the claimed data/signal conversion step is 
performed in Dulmah's design). 

13. With regards to claim 39. Dulman the communications network wherein the client 
part further includes a powerline network (Dulman's design allows for a variety of 
communication lines (column 4, lines 59-64, Dulman)), 

14. With regards to claim 40, Dulman teaches the communications network wherein 
the network is a telecommunication network (Dulman's design allows for a variety 
of communication lines (column 4, lines 59-64, Dulman)). 

15. With regards to claim 41, Dulman teaches a method for remotely controlling at 
least one device at a remote site using a communication network, the method 
comprising the steps of: arranging a remote management service server in an 
Intelligent Network (IN); connecting a service request from a client to said service 
server in said IN; wherein said service request is to remotely control said device 
at said remote site; generating a management command by means of said 
service server wherein said service server further uses an information database 
storing information corresponding to said remote site; converting the 
management command into a form receivable by said device at said remote site 
and transmitting the command to a location specified by the client (Dulman 
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presents a design for Intelligent Networks that uses customer premises 
equipment (CPE). In addition, the design allows for customers to remotely adjust 
the devices attached through the Intelligent Network and hence provides 
customers with remote control over devices as claimed (column 4, lines 45-64, 
Dulman). Plus, Dulman discloses that data to be sent out is converted into an 
AIN compatible format (column 4, lines 27-35, Dulman). Hence, the claimed 
traffic adapter must inherently be present within Dulman's design since the 
claimed data/signal conversion step is performed in Dulman's design. Finally 
with regards to claimed database, Dulman's design has each of the CPE devices 
supply the transaction data (column 5, lines 9-14, Dulman). In addition, the CPE 
has means for creating modifying and deleting user profiles (column 5, lines 39- 
46, Dulman). Since data relating to devices to be accessed exist within the 
accessing device (CPE), it is inherent that the claimed database is present within 
Dulman's design). 

16. With regards to claim 43, Dulman teaches the method wherein the service is 
provided through one of subscription and purchasing (The users in Dulman's 
design are subscribers and hence subscriptions and purchasing means must 
exist (column 1, lines 5-10, Dulman)). 

17. With regards to claim 44, Dulman teaches the method wherein the service is 
integrated into telephony services and provided through local exchanges of a 
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public telephone network (Dulman's design allows for telephone networks (Figure 

% 

2, Dulman)). 

Remarks 

The claims submitted on October 1 , 2004 have been carefully evaluated but they 
are not deemed fully persuasive. The applicant's representative, within the claims and 
amendment, addresses two primary issues. Brief explanations in response to the 
addressed issues are provided below. 

First the applicant's representatives remark within page 7 of the 
remarks/arguments portion of the application, that the Dulman prior art "works in the 
opposite direction." The applicant's representatives believe that the claimed design 
allows for remotely controlling local devices via an Intelligent Network. The applicant's 
representatives should note however that in Dulman's design, the design allows for 
customers to use devices (called CPE within the specifications) to remotely control 
services from remote devices using Advanced Intelligent Networks. Devices are still 
remotely controlled through Intelligent Networks in Dulman's design as is argued by the 
applicant's representative. 

Second, the applicant's representatives amended claims to include the trait of a 
traffic adapter that converts signals. As expressed within the current rejection, Dulman 
discloses that data to be sent out is converted into an AIN compatible format (column 4, 
lines 27-35, Dulman). Hence, the claimed traffic adapter must inherently be present 
within Dulman's design since the claimed data/signal conversion step is performed and 
the data/signal is transferred within networks in Dulman's design. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of tlie extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3909. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on (571) 272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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